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Lord3 therefore, should be shown in just government
and due recognition of merit; that of his people in
obedience and praise. Tyranny is unlawful in everyone^
especially in a sovereign who is the guardian of the
world." Every word of it rings with sincerity, reminding
us of similar edicts of another emperor of India who,
nearly two thousand years before Akbar, had tried to
conduct his administration according to the tenets of
Dhanna. Akbar made the best use of all his extra-
ordinary qualities to discharge this self-imposed
responsiblity; and history testifies to the success of his
efforts, of which the most glowing proof is furnished
by the spontaneoas fealty that the Padshah received
from all communities.

Akbar had as his Revenue Minister, Todar Mall.,
a Hindu who introduced many beneficial innovations
which improved the financial affairs of the State: and
the highest offices were thrown open to Hindus and
Muslims alike, appointments being made on the merits
of the candidates. Man Singh, who has been char-
acterised by a Muslim historian as a Hindu wielding
the sword of Islam, was one of the most trusted of
Akbar's generals. There are instances, too numerous to
mention, of Hindus having been placed in positions
of trust and responsibility. More than half of Akbar's
army was Hindu, the Rajputs being a substantial
element in it The winning of the Rajputs' loyalty was
mdoubtedlyataumph of Akbar's equitable statesman-
ship. It is became of them that millions in Northern
India looted with favour on Akbsr's government and